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Lahontan Conservation District Mission 
The mission of the Lahontan Conservation District is to provide technical resources and 

educational services to people, groups and agencies by identifying resource issues and 

creating programs and projects to address these issues. 

 

Board of Supervisors 
Bill Washburn, Chairperson 

Elbert Mills, Vice Chairperson 
Morena Heser, Secretary/Treasurer 

Neil Olsen, Member 
Colby Frey, Member 

Carl Erquiaga, County Representative 
 

District Staff 
Larry Miller, Equipment Manager 

Jackie Bogdanowicz, District Clerk 
 

Lahontan Conservation District Office 
111 Sheckler Road 
Fallon, NV 89406 

(775)423-5124x101 
 
The District works in partnership with the Fallon Field Office of the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  The staff consists of the following: 
 

Lahontan Area Staff 
 Area Conservationist   Debra Brackley 
   
 Fallon Field Office 
 District Conservationist    Lex Riggle 
 Soil Conservationist   Allen Moody 

Soil Conservationist Technician Gretchen Beausoleil 
Administrative Assistant  Marcia Evans  

 
 

Operation and Attended Meetings 
 
The Lahontan Conservation District Board members met the second Tuesday of every 
month in the conference room at the Agriculture Service Center, 111 Sheckler Road, 
Fallon, Nevada.   
 

There were one hundred and two dues paying cooperators this 
year. 
 
The Stillwater and Lahontan Conservation Districts joined 
together to put on the Annual Summer Barbeque, the District 
Supervisors Elections and the Christmas dinner. 
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The Lahontan Conservation District participates in Churchill County Cooperative Weed 
Management Area meetings as well as the Churchill County Planning Commission Joint 
Workshop Meetings.   
 

Bill Washburn, Elbert Mill and Jackie Bogdanowicz 
attended the Nevada Association of Conservation Districts 
Annual Meeting on November 12 and 13, 2014, in Fallon 
Nevada.  
 
Bill Washburn and Jackie Bogdanowicz also attended the 
Conservation District Leadership Development Workshop 
held on November 14, 23014 in Fallon. 
    

 
Education and Information 

 
One of the major goals of Lahontan Conservation District is to provide information and 
education to agricultural producers, other land users and the general public.  To achieve 
this goal, the District actively participated in the following: 
 
The Lahontan Conservation District, with River Wranglers and 
Churchill County FFA, held the Carson River Work Day May 7, 
2015.The location of the event was to take place at the 
Rambling River Ranch.  However due to severe rain, we 
had to move the workday in the Fallon Multi-Purpose 
Building in town. Over 130 fourth grade students from 
Churchill County Schools, their teachers and chaperons 
spent the day learning about the Lahontan Valley, the 
water cycle, wood ducks, the Carson River Watershed and 
water chemistry.  
 

Lahontan Conservation District sponsored two students 
to attend the Nevada Youth Range Camp that was held 
in June at the U.S. Forest Service’s Big Creek 
Campground.  It was an educational and enjoyable 
experience for Minny Fagundes and Kylee Woolsey.  
They participated in a number of activities including soil 
indexing, surveying, range land investigation, coring a 
tree, plant investigation, plant id, and many other 
educational activities.   

 
The District also donated $200 to the Nevada 4-H Quiz Bowl Team to help fund their trip 
to attend the National 4-H Livestock Contest in Denver Colorado in January 2015.  
 
The Lahontan Conservation District also was very active in supporting the Ag in the 
Class program.  The district sent the District Clerk to each Ag in the Class day in 
Churchill County as well as participated in a program to have a teachers in service for Ag 
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in the Class.  The District furnished the Dig Deeper work books from the NACD to 
Lahontan Elementary School and the Oasis Academy for their Ag in the Class day.   
 
The District publishes a Newsletter which is sent out to over 300 cooperators and 
partners.  The newsletter provided important information concerning NRCS programs 
and deadlines, the Equipment program, and other Conservation District news.  
 
The Nevada Association of Conservation Districts Scholarship applications were 
distributed to the Churchill County High School and the Western Nevada College. 
 

 
Technical Assistance 

 
The District reviewed Subdivision maps for the Churchill County Planning Department 
to limit encroachment on prime farmland and lands of local importance including 
wetlands.  The maps were also checked for proper irrigation 
and drainage. 
 
Lahontan Conservation District monitored the Rambling River 
Ranches conservation easements by taking pictures and 
documenting all the necessary paper work.  After inspection, 
the three easements were in compliance with the terms of the 
Grant.  
 

Conservation Grants, Contracts, and Projects 

 
The District’s Noxious Weed program is to control the spread of Invasive/Noxious 
species and minimize the effect that these weeds have on the environment, the economy, 
and the agricultural community in Churchill County.  The District continued to work with 
Churchill County Mosquito Weed Abatement to provide the community with an 
opportunity to take advantage of free chemical to spray their weeds.  The program is 
funded by the  Carson Water Subconservancy District.  The landowners are given Base 
Camp Amine 4 along with surfactant to spray their own properties. Over 160 landowners 
treated acres of white top, knapweed, puncture vine, etc. in the Lahontan Valley.   
 
The Lahontan Conservation District assists NRCS with the Bench/Bottom Program to 
help water right owners get their bench allocation reinstated on their property.  As this 
year was under a 90% water year, the District was not able to place new wells.   
 

The Lahontan Conservation District continued with the channel 
clearing, snagging and debris removal projects along the Carson 
River by hiring the Nevada Division of Forestry prison crews to 
remove dead and fallen trees, remove beaver dams, and burn 
slash piles to improve river flow, along the lower Carson River.  
Having a steady stream reduces erosion and helps reduce the 
change of the water system caused by obstruction in the river.  It 
also reduces the potential of flood, improves channel capacity, 
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provides safety to the community in the flood zone, and improves the functionality and 
management of the lower Carson River.  The funds were provided by the Carson Water 
Subconservancy District.   

 
This year the Lahontan Conservation Districts Lower Carson 
River Task Force continued to move forward with the sediment 
removal and stabilize the river bank along the Carson River.  
Jackie Bogdanowicz met with the Task Force to determine what 
locations priorities.  This year we removed sediment and 
stabilized banks along the Santa Fe Flume area.  
 

The Lahontan Conservation District continues to run an 
equipment rental program.   The equipment is rented to District 
cooperators for conservation purposes.  The equipment includes 
two large dump trucks, one loader, a backhoe, a tractor, a pasture 
aerator, tilt bed trailer, and a road grader.  Larry Miller is the 
Equipment Manager who rents, maintains and advertises the 
equipment for sale.  Rental receipts totaled $10,352.60 and there 
were no equipment sales. 
 

The Conservation District had its annual tree sale where bare 
root plants were sold and ranged in size depending on the 
species selected.  The trees and shrubs were selected based on 
the Lahontan Valley’s soils and the plants drought tolerance.  
The trees purchased must be used for windbreak, soil erosion 
control, riparian restoration, or wildlife habitat improvement.  
Prices range from $3.00 - $4.50.  Trees were purchased from 
Lincoln-Oaks and Lawyers Nurseries.  Total profit from the 
trees and shrubs sold were $6,087.80. 

 
Lahontan Conservation District received $3,604.72 from the State of Nevada and 
$5,000.00 from Churchill County to help in conservation practices.   
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