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TRANSFORMATIONAL CHANGE Our Nature Everywhere vision is based on

transformational change, including these key
outcomes:

> Access to the benefits of nature will not be
determined by a child’s skin color, ethnicity, culture,
income, ability, identity, sexual orientation or zip

ACCESS o —gu coda:

© The diversity that exists in communities will be
reflected in those who design, program, visit and
care for natural areas.

DIVERSITY

© Equity: Nature-based experiences, learning
opportunities and infrastructure will be equitably
designed, programmed and resourced with
the recognition that connection to nature is
fundamental to human health and happiness.

o Relevance: Narratives about who belongs in the
outdoors, in nature, will reflect the ways that people
from all cultures and backgrounds connect to the
natural world.

RELEVANCE




Children@Nature Network

NATURE EVERYWHERE snurr | hgoows NLCFE

COMMUNITIES

- NATURE EVERYWHERE COMMUNITY TEAM JOURNEY mm

GET STARTED ENGAGE IN PLANNING MOVE FORWARD KEEP IT GOING

> Establish a cross-sector team > Engage youth and residents > Develop action plan > Policy development
> Map stakeholders > Map and assess community > Grow and deepen partnerships > Sustain funding

> Activate leadership > Conduct a policy and funding scan > Secure funding strategies

> Create a community vision > Select nature connection strategies > Implement strategies > Celebrate successes

MEASURE AND SHARE: Track outcomes, communicate impact

Nature Everywhere Vision Lab, technical assistance
Holv v
E Peer learning communities, research for case making, resources & tools for planning and implementation

SuPPORT Yoy Seed grants <$50,000

Catalytic grants >$50,000

Policies, funding and infrastructure shift to support and
prioritize equitable access to nature

COMMUNITY ouTloMES  Allchidrenhave SquE B

Engaged cross-sector leadership, community access to nature

momentum and shared decision making they live, learn and play

Children's equitable access to natureis a
widely-held ongoing community priority
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Policies, funding and infrastructure shift to support and
prioritize equitable access to nature

All children have equitable
access to nature everywhere

COMMUNTY outZ
» OMES
Engaged cross-sector leadership, community i\
momentum and shared decision malding /" theylive,1eamand pI2Y

Children's equitable access to natureis a
munity priority
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NATURE
EXPOSURE

Free play in nature
NEYOTCERTELS
Camp experiences
Wilderness adventures
Nature center programs
Nature-based preschools
Nature-based curricula
Outdoor classes and
schools
Forest schools
Classroom views
Vegetation around early
childhood institutions,
schools and homes
School gardens
Animal-assisted learning

AAAAA

THE OUTCOMES
LEARNER

e More able to
concentrate*

® Academic Achievement
Increased retention of subject
® | ess stressed” matter content*

e More self-disciplined* Higher standardized test
¢ More engaged scores

e More physically active, fit Better grades
b 4 Better reading, math, writing

skills
THE Higher graduation rates

LEARNING
CONTEXT

® Personal Development
Better leadership skills
Better communication skills
More resilience
Better critical thinking and
problem solving
Better spatial skills

e Calmer, quieter, safer
social context

¢ \Warmer, more cooperative
social context

e Autonomy and “loose ¢ Stewardship
parts” Stronger connection to nature
Stronger environmental values
More pro-environmental
behaviors
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NATURE EXPOSURE LEARNING OUTCOMES

« Academic Achievement

Increased retention of subject
matter content™

Higher standardized test scores

Better grades

Better reading, math, writing
skills

Higher graduation rates

Free play in nature
Nature walks

Camp experiences
Wilderness adventures

Nature center programs
Nature-based preschools
Nature-based curricula
Outdoor classes and schools

Forest schools

Classroom views

Vegetation around early
childhood institutions, schools
and homes

School gardens
Animal-assisted learning

« Personal Development
Better leadership skills
Better communication skills
More resilience
Better critical thinking and

problem solving
Better spatial skills

- Stewardship
Stronger connection to nature
Stronger environmental values

: _ _ _ More pro-environmental
* = experimental evidence suggesting causality behaviors




101 public high schools in Michigan:

e Greater quantities of trees and shrubs from

cafeteria as well as classroom windows:

Higher standardized test scores, graduation

rates, percentages of students planning to

attend a four-year college, and fewer

occurrences of criminal behavior. 2. Mostly built

e Large expanses of landscape lacking

natural features (parking, ball fields, grass)

Negative association with these same test

scores and college plans.

Well-controlled/not causal

Matsuoko, RH. Student performance and high school landscapes: Examining the links. Landscape
and Urban Planning 97 (2010) 273-282 4. All nalural



4.50 W Pre (Wave 1) ® Post (Wave 4)
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Garden Intervention Fidelity Level

Figure 3. The effects of GIF-Sum level on science knowledge

Wells et al. (2015). The Effects of School Gardens on Children's Science Knowledge: A randomized controlled trial of low-income elementary schools, International
Journal of Science Education, 37:17
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- Amyriad of policy and funding topic/issues areas
NLCE:  Considerations during the process:
‘/{Iﬂgwm -> Relation to Nevada'’s youth, infrastructure, political
feasibility, relation to Take 17 (720 minutes in

nature a week is good for health - new 10k steps)
= Your areas of interest

- Areas of expertise
- Relevance to the legislation that created this bill




| Adapting to unique climates and
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‘//’_\oo e Adapting to your unigue geography

e Inside Out approach
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Strategies

01: Green (Living) Schoolyards
02: Nature Smart Libraries

03: Youth Leadership
Development (YLD)

P 04: Out-of-School Time

05: Early Childhood Nature
Connection (ECNC)

06: Children’s Outdoor Bill of
Rights (COBOR)
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Living Schoolyards

THE BENEFITS OF

green
schoolyards

Children
Nature
Network

Nature-filled,
multi-functional school

ground

Designed for and by
students, teachers,
community

Offers space to play,
learn, explore, grow
Open for community use
Increases access to
nearby parks

Improves health and
wellbeing




Living Schoolyards

thldren
@Nature Can include...

Network

e Qutdoor classrooms
e Native & pollinator
NLC i gardens

Stormwater capture

Traditional play
equipment
Natural play areas
Edible gardens
Trails
Trees & shrubs

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

KABOOM!



https://www.childrenandnature.org/resources/in-flagstaff-green-schoolyards-sprout-after-climate-related-disasters/

&are  Youth Leadership Development

Network
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: YOUTH LEADERSHIP PROG RAMS
NLC s e Include outdoor or civic leadership trainings
°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°° e Are executed in partnership with nonprofits and youth
‘//’_\ organizations
KABOOM! : . . | | |
e Build youth connection to nature while developing leadership skills

YOUTH CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

e Gives youth opportunity to provide input to city processes
e Isled by public agencies and city offices conducting planning
e Often include stipend programs




Early Childhood Nature Connection (ECNC)

Children

éQNature
Network N\ : :
S e Adding outdoor learning

facilities early childhood
programs
e |ncorporating nature play
spaces in local parks and
oublic spaces.
e Delivering nature-based
oreschool and
nature-based programs
to children and families.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:
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Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights (COBOR)

A Children’s Outdoor Bill of
Rights (COBOR) illustrates °
what equitable access to
nature should look like and
establishes a common
foundation and high
aspirations for nature

connections in a city. .

WHAT IS A COBOR?

Outdoor experiences that every
child has a right to experience
A public facing symbol of goals
for children and nature

A messaging tool about the
importance of nature
connection

A Mayoral proclamation, a City
Council resolution, a value
statement, or a framework for a

program




Living Schoolyards

Child
@N'atﬁ‘;‘ BENEFITS OF COBOR

Network . .
stwoer e Articulate commitment to

nature access

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

NLC i e Galvanize community and Eeiisee B Connecting
leaders around a A = .fn Ghildrento B
;:’—\K“B“"’ common vision - g

e Raise awareness of
benefits of nature

e Establish a commitment
to equity
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Questions?

Stay in touch:

David Beard

¥, Director of Policy &
Ui. Government Affairs

david@childrenandnature.org

Melanie Robinson

Program Manager - Children &
Nature

mrobinson@nlc.org
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