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ecology and environment, inc.
160 SPEAR STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94105, TEL. 415/777-2811

international Specialists in the Environment

MEMORANDUM
TO: Paul La Courreye, EPA Region 9 Site Screening Coordinator
FROM: Landon Gates, Ecology and Environment, Inc.

-

DATE: July 6, 1988

SUBJECT: Reassessment of Antelope Valley Pesticide Container Disposal
Site

EPA ID%: NVD980695324
THROUGH: Chris Lichens, Ecology and Environment, Inc(lz{
COPY: FIT Master File

Patty Cook, Ecology and Environment, Inc.

Lew Dodgion, Nevada Division of Environmental Protection,
Carson City, Nevada

Larry Steward, Bureau of Land Management, Reno, Nevada

INTRODUCTION

Under Technical Directive Document number F9-8709-019, Ecology and
Environment, Inc.’s Field Investigation Team (FIT) has been tasked to
reassess all Preliminary Assessments (PAs) in the Comprehensive
Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Information System
(CERCLIS) with "active" or "pending" status according to guidelines
established to implement the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act
(SARA). The strategy for determination of further action under the
Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act
(CERCLA) is based solely on each site’s potential to achieve a score high
enough on the Hazard Ranking System (HRS) for inclusion on the National
Priorities List (NPL). This strategy is intended to identify those sites
posing the highest relative risk to human health or the environment. All
other sites needing remedial or enforcement follow-up will be referred to
the States or an appropriate Federal agency.

This site was evaluated primarily using the original HRS model.
Additionally, this site was also evaluated for its potential to score

using the draft revised HRS model. The following is a summary of FIT's
findings with regard to this site.
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SUMMARY

The Antelope Valley Pesticide Container Disposal site (Antelope) is
located approximately 50 miles south of Battle Mountain in Antelope
Valley, Nevada. The site was established in the early 1970s under a
Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) on 40 acres of land owned by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM). In 1976 the Federal Land Protection Act
disallowed all SLUPs; since then, only Lander County has disposed of
pesticide and herbicide containers at Antelope. A 6-foot high,
chain-link fence with a locked gate surrounds the 200-foot by 20-foot by
10-foot unlined pit. A trench was dug along the upgradjent side to
divert surface water runoff away from the site. There are two sheds
on-site; one is used as a rinsing station for the pesticide containers
vhile the other is used for changing clothes and storing equipment. BLM
estimates there are approximately 80 empty containers in Antelope. The
drums and containers are only partially covered at the Class II disposal.

BLM is presently in the process of selling the land to Lander County.

BLM contracted the Roy F. Weston, Inc. (Weston) to perform a site
inspection in May 1988; the report is due in early Fall 1988. Soil
surface samples from in and around the pit and rinsing station were
gathered by VWeston; tests for volatile and semi-volatile organics as well
as organochlorate and organophosphate pesticides all showed no detectable
levels above background. The only labeled pesticide containers present
showed Malathion and Alfa-endosulfan.

Cain Creek, the only surface water within 3 miles of the site, is
approximately 0.25 miles downgradient of Antelope. The creek is not used
for irrigation, recreation, or drinking water. Ten wells are found
within 3 miles of the site, with the nearest being 0.8 miles away. One
well is used for domestic purposes and the rest irrigate alfalfa. BLM
knows of only one domestic dwelling within 4 miles of Antelope.

RECOMMENDATION

1) EPA

FIT recommends no further action under CERCLA for Antelope. It does not
appear that this site could qualify for inclusion on the NPL due to the
following factors:

o low groundvater target population;

o no surface water target population;

o low air route target population; and

o small quantity of hazardous waste.
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2) State or Other Agency

Copies of this reassessment will be sent to BLM and the Nevada Division
of Environmental Protection for their consideration.

EPA CONCURRENCE Initial Date

No Further Action Under CERCLA % 3: 23:%‘.6

High-Priority SSI

Medium-Priority SSI
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A copy/copies of this PA Reassessment for Antelope Valley Pesticide
Container Disposal Site should be sent to the following agency/agencies
on the Master Referral List:

C)/V:§33>‘JGiﬂ_)>d4ﬁllﬁ¢2s\ \Qbi

ction Al

In addition, a copy/copies should be sent to the following individual(s):

—__;;;> (Name) Larry Steward

(Affiliation) Bureau of Land Management

Nevada State Office

(Address) P.0. Box 12,000

Reno, NV 89520
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