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STATE OF NEVADA
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
ADVISORY BOARD ON NATURAL RESOURCES

M I N U T E S
Wednesday November 4, 2009
Meeting Place

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Richard H. Bryan Building

901 South Stewart Street

2nd Floor, Tahoe Hearing Room

Carson City, Nevada

-Video Conferenced to-

Division of Environmental Protection Office
2030 East Flamingo Road

2nd Floor, Red Rock Room
Las Vegas, Nevada
MEMBERS PRESENT


                   MEMBERS ABSENT
Don Quilici, Chairman-Conservation Interests           Russ Fields-Mining Industry    
Mike Pavlakis, Vice-Chairman-General Public           Barbara Curti-Agricultural Industry 

Gary Clinard-Outdoor Recreation  

John Vernarecci-Forestry/Fire Control                    
Barbara Rohde-State Parks Users                                                                                  
OTHERS PRESENT

Allen Biaggi, Director, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Kay Scherer, Deputy Director, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

Leo Drozdoff, Administrator, Division of Environmental Protection

Pete Anderson, State Forester, Division of Forestry
Kelvin Hickenbottom, Deputy State Engineer, Division of Water Resources
Dave Morrow, Administrator, Division of State Parks

Charles Donohue, Deputy Administrator, Division of State Lands

Jennifer Newmark, Administrator, Nevada Natural Heritage Program

Cathy Barcomb, Administrator, Wild Horse Commission

Sandy Quilici, Recording Secretary

Abby Johnson
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Quilici called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES*
Chairman Quilici asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the August 12, 2009 meeting.  Mr. Pavlakis made the motion to approve the minutes; Mr. Vernarecci made the 2nd motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR AND DIVISION REPORTS Allen Biaggi, Director.  Mr. Biaggi said the state revenues are still down and there may need to be a special legislative session to look at options.  There may be further state agency budget cuts.
NDF and Environmental Protection have received stimulus funds and have done well to get the funds distributed and the fund reporting completed in a timely manner.

The Legislature passed Assembly Bill 18 which authorized $100 million in bonds for Environmental Improvement Projects (EIP) at Lake Tahoe.  There has been a federal bill introduced in Congress for $415 million to be spent at Lake Tahoe for the next 8 years.  Some of the money distribution is:  $72 million for storm water management and watershed restoration, $136 million for priority restoration projects on federal lands, $136 million for forest fuel reduction projects, $20 million to prevent the introduction of new invasive species, $20 million for the reintroduction of the Lahontan cutthroat trout in the Lake Tahoe Basin, $30 million for scientific programs and research and funding for public outreach and public education on forest health and water quality.
Aquatic invasive species continue to threaten Lake Tahoe.  There are more numbers of small and largemouth bass, catfish, aquatic mille foil (plant), and Asian clams.  There is a plan to place plastic sheeting over the Asian clam beds for 28 days which suffocates the clams.  Quagga and Zebra mussels continue to be the biggest threat.  The boat inspections and decontamination efforts will continue; there is talk of having the boat inspections moved to bug station locations.
The public comment period was open for thirty days for the Snake Valley Water Agreement.  The comment period is now closed and there were about 250 comments.   A response is being prepared and the agreement will be modified accordingly.  
Mr. Pavlakis asked for information about the agreement.  Mr. Biaggi said the agreement does not authorize any pumping.  The agreement recognizes there are 132,000 acre feet of water available in the Snake Valley for Nevada and Utah to use.  It breaks the water resources into 3 blocks; the 1st block is the amount of water that is currently used.  Nevada has about 12,000 acre feet and Utah has 55,000 acre feet.  Block 2 is water that can be allocated for future use with the approval of the two State Engineers.  Block 3 is future water to be determined through studies and the State Engineers would decide the allocations.  The agreement includes an environmental monitoring and mitigation plan with SNWA and Utah.  The agreement provides for a delay in the hearing of the SNWA permit by the Nevada State Engineer.  The hearing would be in September 2019 per the agreement.
The Department received a copy of a letter (See Attachment I) that was sent to Governor Gibbons from Tony Lesperance, the Director of the Department of Agriculture.  The Board of Agriculture at their September 30, 2009 meeting passed a directive that states “The Nevada State Board of Agriculture states that any transfer of water that negatively impacts agriculture must have the approval of the Nevada State Board of Agriculture.”  The second letter (See Attachment II) is dated November 3, 2009 and is Allen Biaggi’s response to Mr. Lesperance’s letter.  Mr. Biaggi said he stated Nevada Water Law provides the State Engineer with exclusive authority over water issues.  There can be appeals and protests through the courts.  The Board of Agriculture can take this concern to the State Legislature and the Governor; the state law would have to be changed.
DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION REPORT Leo Drozdoff, Administrator, said the division has received $43 million in stimulus funds.  Each county (17) will receive some money.  The largest portion ($38.7 million) is in the State Revolving Fund for both the Clean Water Program and Safe Drinking Water Program.  Since these are existing programs projects were “shovel ready”.  50% of the projects will go to disadvantaged communities.  20% of the money will be for green projects.  The Diesel Emissions Retrofit Act received $1.4 million which will help purchase new school buses.  There is $125,000 for Water Quality Planning.  $1.2 million is for the Underground Storage Tank Program to enhance its inspections.  This will help the rural communities and create jobs.
Regarding Climate Change; Nevada has had renewable portfolio standards since 1997 (one of the first in the U.S.) and is a leader in geothermal and solar power. Nevada has geothermal or baseload power that is expected to be at over 500 megawatts by 2012.  Nevada has two of the largest solar projects in North America.  Nevada has tax abatements for renewable energy.  Local governments are adopting new energy efficient building standards.  State, city, and county police are required to purchase alternative fuel vehicles.  There are utility rebate programs available.  Nevada has a greenhouse gas reporting program.  States have formed a Climate Change Registry Program.  
Mr. Pavlakis asked if there were tax incentives.  Mr. Drozdoff said Department of Energy is developing those programs.  

BREAK 10:05 – 10:10
DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES REPORT Kelvin Hickenbottom, Deputy State Engineer, said there has been a remand and a vacated ruling on Delamar, Dry Lake and Cave Valleys granting Southern Nevada Water Authority almost 19,000 acre feet of water.  

In December there will be hearings on 58 Truckee Meadows Water Authority applications.  The applications were protested by Churchill County, the City of Fallon, and the Truckee Carson Irrigation District.  The issues will be if there have been injuries to existing water rights, quantifying the consumptive use of TMWA’s water rights. TMWA wants to change the decree period as decreed to annual basis because it is municipal supply, and abandonment of water rights that had not been used by irrigators and committed to municipal use.
Water Resources has received Terminus Lakes funding to do inventories within the Carson and Walker River basins.  This is to help to monitor the lease transfer program.  The money will also be used to develop the use of satellite imagery.  There will be a GIS database created of the points of diversion and places of use for existing water rights.
By statute, DWR has the ability to require applicants of major projects to have studies completed by a contractor chosen by DWR.  DWR has not done this in the past, but there is a need now.

DIVISION OF STATE LANDS REPORT Charles Donohue, Deputy Administrator, gave an update on Conservation Districts.  The Nevada Association of Conservation Districts and the Natural Resources Conservation Service are meeting in Fallon to develop a 5 year strategic plan. 
2010 is the 50th anniversary of the Range Camp Program.  Range Camp is held outside of Austin at the Big Creek Campground.  Nevada youth spend a week with natural resource professionals and Conservation District staff to learn about the environment and range and agriculture practices.  In 2010, on the last day of Range Camp, alumni are invited and a celebration is planned.  Chairman Quilici said the Ormsby Sportsmen’s Association used to sponsor students, 
but have not been contacted recently.  Mr. Donohue said that the staff will contact the organization. 
The Conservation District of Southern Nevada is helping to administer and sponsor grant projects for the Mt. Charleston License Plate Program.  

The State Lands Planning Use Agency has put out a Request for Proposal for $125,000 for solicitation of projects in the Mt. Charleston area for grants to public agencies for project implementation.  The proposals are due in January and will be ranked, then sent to Jim Lawrence, the State Lands Administrator, for the final decision.
Lander County has adopted their master plan and is now drafting ordinances.  A zoning issue is being considered to allow RV’s, established as residential units, on the main street.  Mr. Pavlakis asked if the master plan included Kingston.  Mr. Donohue said it is only Austin, but it appears the Kingston residents would like to develop a master plan.  Esmeralda and Lincoln counties are working on their public land use policy plans.
The State Land Use Office, the National Guard, Public Works, and State Purchasing are developing solar projects in Northern and Southern Nevada at National Guard facilities.  The state, on the National Guard’s behalf, entered into a lease with a private party to provide energy to the facility over a 20 year period where the rate will be fixed.  The fixed rate will provide a significant savings to the state.  The State Office of Energy believes there may be more of these agreements in the future.
There is an interested seller of a 2,000 acre property in Mason Valley that could be added to the adjacent Wildlife Management Area.  Mr. Pavlakis asked where the funds would come to buy the property.  Mr. Donohue replied the funds would be Department of Wildlife Q1 money and U. S. Fish and Wildlife grant money.
On the Truckee River, the Flood Wall Project on state property was completed in conjunction with the Reno Sparks Indian Colony, Washoe County and the City of Reno.  

State Lands with the Carson River Subconservancy worked with the National Guard in removing abandoned cars along the Carson River in Brunswick Canyon.  The Guard (using this as a training exercise) used Chinook helicopters to lift the cars out of the canyon.
Mr. Pavlakis asked about the National Guard Armory property that is State Land’s.  Mr. Donohue said there are no plans to dispose of the property.  Public Safety is interested when the time comes.

Mr. Vernarecci asked if the state pays property tax.  Mr. Donohue said he would find the answer and get back to the Board.
State Lands administers the Lake Tahoe License Plate Grant Program and the initial aquatic invasive species research at Lake Tahoe was funded through UNR and the program.  The program is providing grants to State Parks for infrastructure at Cave Rock and Sand Harbor Parks. 

The Van Sickle Bi-State Park is under construction; some of this funding is through State Lands and the Environmental Improvement Program (EIP).
State Lands is submitting two round 11 proposals for fuels reduction through the Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act (SNPLMA) RFP process.  The requests are for $700,000.
State Lands with the Incline Village General Improvement District (IVGID) has completed the 1st phase of the Third Creek stream restoration project.  The majority of funds were from the U. S. 

Army Corps with a match from the EIP.  Future phases would include the removal of oversized boxed culverts along Lakeshore Drive and improve fish passages on Third Creek.

The Q1 technical advisory group will be reviewing 10 proposals for about $7.2 million for round 10.  A number of these are conservation easements.
State Lands has been working with the Treasurer’s Office to sell obligation bonds to continue funding for Q1 and EIP.

DIVISION OF STATE PARKS REPORT Dave Morrow, Administrator, said there has been a reorganization of the division; the management regions have been reduced from 4 to 2.  This has increased the miles of the regions and made it more difficult for the managers to provide oversight and maintenance.  If the budget looks better at the next legislature, Parks would like to ask for additional help.
The furlough days for Parks employees and seasonal help have been difficult to implement and comply with.
Visitation and revenue has increased; visitation shows a 5% increase over last year and the revenue about a 3.7%. Visitors say that parks are affordable in these economic times and close to home.

This spring State Parks started a family camping program to encourage youth interest.  It was held at Washoe Lake and Fort Churchill Parks.  The program was successful and it is planned to expand next year to include more parks including the southern area.

March 26, 2010, will be the 75th anniversary of Nevada State Parks.  There are events planned to include a proclamation from the Governor and a poster contest for students. WNC is working on a logo to celebrate the anniversary.  
State Parks entered a float in the Nevada Day Parade and won first place in two categories.  There were 1000 free day passes handed out during the parade and other information to promote the parks.
The California Tahoe Conservancy has assumed the partnership of the Van Sickle Bi-State Park with Nevada State Parks.  The Tahoe Rim Trail Association will help with maintenance of the park.

Mr. Pavlakis said State Parks and their employees have done a good job of doing more with less.  
Ms. Rohde asked about the progress at Beaver Dam State Park.  Mr. Morrow said contractors are working on removing the dam, removing tamarisk (plant) that had filled in, and rechanneling the stream.  At some point there may be a fishery developed.  Ms. Rohde asked if the Lincoln County Record newspaper could be given an update on the progress at Beaver Dam for area residents.  Mr. Morrow will ask Bob Conrad to prepare a news release for the paper.
NEVADA NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM REPORT Jennifer Newmark, Administrator, said the program is working on a revision of the State Wildlife Action Plan which is in partnership with the Department of Wildlife, The Nature Conservancy, Lahontan Audubon Society, and the Great Basin Bird Observatory.  The goal is to rank species vulnerabilities to climate change.  Of 170 species ranked; approximately 40% are vulnerable.  The vulnerabilities include natural barriers, 

species that have specific temperature needs and species that don’t migrate or have a dependence on precipitation patterns.  There will be a workshop in December to review these results with experts.  Natural Heritage participated in a case study on the index and NatureServe put together a report on how the index should be applied (See Attachment III).  Mr. Pavlakis asked what will be done with the Action Plan?  Ms. Newmark said each state was required by Congress to have an Action Plan and we will add this climate change index.  Next is to form strategies and improve habitats and managements.
The Springs Conservation Plan has completed spring surveys of over 185 sites in two years.  There were a dozen or more sites with spring snails that were identified. The Nature Conservancy and the Desert Research Institute will review the data and form strategies of the sites.  This should be finalized in June of 2010.

The Fish and Wildlife Service will be reviewing the findings about the Amargosa Toad and its listing.  Northern Leopard Frogs have been petitioned for comment.  There is still a decision to be made on the Sage Grouse listing.  Pygmy Rabbits are in a 12 month review period.  Milk vetch is a candidate species for protection.  The American Pika is under review and Heritage provided some data on this.  The Northern Leatherside Chub and a variety of spring snails may need federal protection.  
DIVISION OF FORESTRY REPORT Pete Anderson, State Forester, distributed a handout (See Attachment IV).  Mr. Anderson said this years’ fire season was light with a total of 33,363 acres burned. The FLAME Act federal legislation was passed that will create a separate fund for catastrophic wildfires.  
NDF has been working on fuels reduction projects statewide including in State Parks. The single leaf pinyon sawfly and scale are defoliating Nevada trees. An estimated 700,000 acres have been impacted.  NDF has been removing trees with Mountain Pine Beetles, also.  
NDF’s ARRA (American Recovery and Reinvestment Act) stimulus funded projects in Lincoln County are ongoing.  There is about 80% completion of the NDOT right of way fuels reduction project; there is work planned at Beaver Dam and Spring Valley State Parks and work in Pioche.
NDF has received two other ARRA grants. One is $2,243,000 for both Washoe and Lyon counties for fuels reduction work.  The second one is for $310,000 for an urban forestry revitalization project in Washoe County and $500,000 for a similar project in Clark County.
Chairman Quilici said he had seen the work done between Lakeview and Marlette Lake and that the fuels reduction work was commendable.  The volume of work is impressive.  Mr. Anderson said he would like the Board to see the work.
Mr. Pavlakis asked if the burned trees from the Waterfall Fire would be removed.  Mr. Anderson said the trees are on federal land and there is no removal proposed at this time.
UPDATES ON WEB DEVELOPMENT AND RECENT DCNR NEWS Kay Scherer gave the report for Bob Conrad.  Ms. Scherer said the Director’s Office has reorganized and Bob’s position is now a classified position (rather than an “at will” unclassified position) as a Public Information Officer.  Bob helps get information to the media and on the DCNR website.  Bob has prepared several updates of Parks brochures with new pictures and is working on a new Parks webpage.  Bob has helped to promote Forestry’s Nurseries (north and south) and has helped to increase their sales.  Chairman Quilici said he adds Bob’s web news to his outdoor webpage.  Ms. Rohde said she likes the Facebook pages for DCNR and State Parks-a great source of information.
UPDATE ON THE ROAM (RESTORE OUR AMERICAN MUSTANGS) BILL BEFORE CONGRESS AND THE BOARD’S RECOMMENDATIONS* Cathy Barcomb, Administrator of the Wild Horse Commission, said the Commission has been working on the potential impacts of the R.O.A.M. bill. Interior Secretary Ken Salazar has proposed to look for other sanctuary sites in the midwest and try to partner with private entities and non profits.  There needs to be more fertility control and work with the Mustang Heritage Foundation.  
Bob Abbey, the federal BLM Director, and Alan Shepherd, the BLM lead for Nevada, are familiar and helpful to our wild horse issues.  

Ms. Barcomb had prepared a draft letter from the Board regarding the R.O.A.M. Bill to be sent to federal officials and asked for the Board’s comments (See Attachment V).  Barbara Rohde suggested some changes to the draft which were agreed.  Chairman Quilici asked for a motion to approve; Mr. Pavlakis made the motion, Mr. Vernarecci made the second, there was a vote and the motion passed. Please See Attachment VI of the approved letter.
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT AND DISCUSSION There was no comment.

BOARD DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS * Chairman Quilici asked Mr. Biaggi if he would like a letter of support from the Board in support of the State Water Engineer.  Mr. Biaggi said yes.  Chairman Quilici said a letter would be drafted supporting the department’s letter to the Department of Agriculture and sent to the Governor.  Mr. Pavlakis made a motion to approve; Mr. Vernarecci made the second; there was a vote and the motion passed.
Mr. Pavlakis thanked Allen Biaggi and Kay Scherer for their presence at the meetings.  He added that the administrator’s reports are always informative and helpful.
FUTURE MEETING CONSIDERATIONS It was agreed to schedule the next meeting in February, 2010.

ADJOURN Chairman Quilici adjourned the meeting at 12:15 p.m.
Sandy Quilici, Recording Secretary
These minutes should be considered draft minutes pending their approval at the next meeting of the Advisory Board on Natural Resources. Corrections could be made prior to approval.

This meeting was recorded to a CD. Anyone wishing to listen to the CD may call Sandy Quilici at (775) 684-2714 for an appointment.  The CD will be retained for three years.
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