
Lagomarsino Canyon Petroglyphs  

Storey County 

Lagomarsino Canyon is one of the largest petroglyph sites in Nevada, 

containing 2,229 rock art panels and based on the dates of associated artifacts, 

considered to have been visited and in use for approximately 10,000 years. It is 

one of only eight rock art sites in Nevada to be honored on the National 

Register of Historic Places.  

  

The site is a quarter of a mile in length, located on a fine-grained basalt cliff 

and associated talus slope. Lagomarsino Canyon is one of the most significant 

archaeological sites of its type in the Great Basin. Its scale and quality are 

impressive, and the site conveys a strong sense of place and prehistoric social 

routines. The site derives a broader significance from its role in the 

development of the archaeological study of Great Basin rock art sites, having 

shaped explanatory approaches to rock art’s prehistoric sociocultural contexts 

of use and in stylistic analyses of prehistoric art.  

  

The site retains considerable research potential and will continue to shape the 

way archaeologists conceptualize the role of visual symbolism in prehistoric 

societies.  

 

For more information on Nevada’s significant rock art and to join the effort to protect these resources visit:  

http://www.nvrockart.org/ 


