BRIAN SANDOVAL

Governor
LEO M. DROZDOFF, P.E. KAY SCHERER JAMES R. LAWRENCE

Director Deputy Director Deputy Director
Division of Environmental Protection
Division of Water Resources
Division of Forestry
Division of State Parks

State of Nevada

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

Office of the Director

901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 1003

Carson City, Nevada 89701-5244 Division of State Lands

Telephone (775) 684-2700 State Historic Preservation Office

Facsimile (775) 684-2715 Nevada Natural Heritage

www.dcnr.nv.gov Conservation Districts Program
Sagebrush Ecosystem Program

STATE OF NEVADA
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: JoAnn Kittrell, jKittrell@dcnr.nv.gov, 775-684-2712

Historic implementation of Truckee River Operating Agreement

CARSON CITY, Nev. — More than 20 years and thousands of hours of negotiations between the
States of Nevada and California, the United States, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe and the Truckee
Meadows Water Authority, have been rewarded with the implementation of the Truckee River
Operating Agreement. The Agreement establishes a fair and equitable allocation of the waters of

the Truckee and Carson Rivers and the Lake Tahoe Basin.

The allocation Agreement affirms that waters of the Carson River are to be divided in
accordance with the existing Alpine Decree; provides for authorization to use water in the Lake
Tahoe Basin consistent with environmental goals; establishes and limits water allocations in the
basin to both states that protects downstream rights and uses; and establishes an upper limit for

use of Truckee River water in California, with the balance allocated to the State of Nevada.

Director of the Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Leo Drozdoff said,
“This Interstate Allocation provides stability and assurances for water systems and the public in
both states. The ability to store and transfer Truckee River water, especially in times of drought,

is particularly beneficial to the Reno/Sparks metropolitan area.”

Nevada State Engineer Jason King emphasized that the entire Operating Agreement assures the
protection of existing water rights and uses in both states, “Agreement provisions and actions
required in both states were subject to intense deliberation and scrutiny to assure that protection

today and in the future.”
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