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FY2014 (7/1/13 – 6/30/14) Annual Work Plan 
Mason Valley Conservation District 

For More Information Contact: Michelle Langsdorf 
775-463-2265 x 106 
michelle.langsdorf@nv.nacdnet.net 

 
 

 
The Annual Work Plan and Annual Budget for the Mason Valley Conservation District (MVCD) were reviewed and 
approved on May 13, 2013. 
Natural Resource Priorities and Goals:   

• Improve the condition of all natural resources (water, air, soil, vegetation 
and animal) – provide landowners with financial and technical assistance 
to increase water resource quantity and quality through river channel 
maintenance and bank stabilization; reduce nonpoint source pollution; 
reduce energy demands; develop alternative energy sources; reduce fire 
potential; assist the City of Yerington with channel capacity enhancement 
project and improve grazing management; participate in sage grouse and 
other species of concern functions;  provide technical assistance 
wherever possible; provide assistance to land planning agencies 

• Invasive and Noxious Weeds – MVCD in partnership with the Walker 
River Basin Cooperative Weed Management Area will continue a 
comprehensive noxious weed inventory, mapping and management on 
the Walker River and its tributaries; inventory and treat noxious weeds in 
Northern Nevada; and assist private landowners with noxious weed 
management 

• Conservation Education – coordinate Walker River Basin Workdays for 
Mason and Smith Valleys; continue noxious weed education efforts; and 
provide natural resource education at every opportunity 

• Retired Farmland Protection – provide development and implementation 
of retired farmland restoration plans to those landowners/managers 
requesting assistance, create native seed harvesting program  
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Information – Education/Public Outreach Priorities and Goals: 
• Outreach priority – coordinate two Walker River Basin Workdays in Mason and Smith 

Valleys that teach students to become aware of their natural resources by educating 
them about water quality, wildlife habitat, riparian vegetation, bioengineering 
techniques and noxious weeds.  Students have the opportunity to assist with a bank 
stabilization/riparian habitat improvement projects 

• Outreach priority – sponsor registration fees for one to two students to attend Nevada 
Range Camp 

• Outreach priority – develop a fuels reduction/fire awareness program for Mason Valley 
• Provide technical assistance when possible 
• General Public Goal – provide all stakeholders in MVCD boundaries noxious weed 

educational opportunities via brochures, pamphlets, workshops, newspaper articles, 
etc.  

 
District Operations Priorities and Funding Sources: 
 
MVCD Goals for District Operations 

• By July 2013, complete Draft Financial Report; continue inventory and treatment of 
noxious weeds; develop revegetation plan for retired farmland donated to the Mason 
Valley Wildlife Management Area; begin water quality sampling for the City of 
Yerington for the channel capacity enhancement project 

• By September 2013, submit Annual Report and Financial Report to State 
Conservation Commission; continue noxious weed management efforts; development 
and implementation of retired farmland restoration efforts 

• By October 2013, complete weed inventory and treatment tasks on East Walker River, 
attend the Nevada Association of Conservation Districts Annual Meeting; begin 
nonpoint source pollution grant with NDEP for the coordination of Walker River 
Workdays and nonpoint source display at the Lyon County Fair 

• By May 2014,submit Proposed Budget and Annual Work Plan to State Conservation 
Commission 

• Conduct “normal” year to year business including: 
o Hold regularly scheduled board meetings 
o Pay annual dues (NACD, NvACD, Nevada Weed Management Assoc.) 
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o Clerical administration 
o Subdivision reviews 
o Promotion of conservation 
o Attending viable meetings 
o Expand public relations 
o Apply for and administer grants 
o Nominate local conservation leaders for awards 
o Participate on the Nevada Forest Stewardship Committee 
o Attend State Technical Committee and Local Work Group meetings 

 
Anticipated funding sources for fiscal year 2013: 

• State:  Stave of Nevada $2500 
• Local:  Lyon County, NV ($7500) annual 
• Indirect Federal:  

o City of Yerington – Channel Capacity Enhancement ($20,399.13) 
o Nevada Division of Environmental Protection – Workday 319(h) Grant 

($18,435.32) 
• Direct Federal:  

o USFWS – Fisheries Habitat Improvement Project ($34,480.37)  
o National Fish and Wildlife Foundation – Retired Farmland Restoration  

($152,536.39) 
• In-Kind Services:  Board member/volunteers ($3,500)  

 
 

Summary of Grant Objectives and Tasks: 
Channel Capacity Enhancement Project  

• The City of Yerington was awarded grant from National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to install a sand dredge in the Walker 
River 

• Throughout the project MVCD will provide natural resource and other conservation related consultations 
• Develop and implement monitoring protocols upstream and downstream of the project site 
• Once constructed, MVCD will restore disturbed riverbanks 
• While the dredge is in operation MVCD will provide daily turbidity and weekly total suspended solid sampling  
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Walker River Basin Workdays 
• Hold one workday event 
• Coordinate with school officials and teachers in valley 
• Conduct classroom presentation and activities regarding riparian 

vegetation, wildlife, water quality, and other natural resource 
concerns 

• Take students to the river where they can learn in the “field” and 
assist with riverbank stabilization/vegetation enhancement projects 

• Encourage additional funding sponsors to ensure this project 
continues to provide a forum of conservation education 

• Participate during the Lyon County Fair with resource education 
activities  

 
Fisheries Habitat Improvement Funding & Walker River Weed Project 

• Gain access to properties along the Walker River and its tributaries for a basin-wide noxious weed inventory, mapping and 
treatment project 

• Inventory for all species identified as noxious by the State of Nevada  
• Produce a comprehensive map of infestations depicting species identification and population size 
• Begin treating areas using integrated pest management approaches  
• Continue to locate new funding sources 

 
Retired Farmland Restoration Project  

• Develop revegetation plans for retired farm lands 
• Provide technical assistance to landowners/managers 
• Develop monitoring protocol 
• Coordinate restoration activities  

 
Lyon County funds are used as match for all projects and assist with normal operating costs. 
 
 
Jeff Borsini                                                          Date 
Mason Valley Conservation District 
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