
 

 

FY2014 (7/1/13 – 6/30/14) Annual Work Plan 
Smith Valley Conservation District 

For More Information Contact: Michelle Langsdorf 
775-463-2265 x 106  
michelle.langsdorf@nv.nacdnet.net 

 
 

The Annual Work Plan and Annual Budget for the Smith Valley 
Conservation District (SVCD) were reviewed, updated and approved 
at the May 13, 2013 Board of Supervisors meeting.   
 

Natural Resource Priorities and Goals:   
• Improve natural resources and reduce soil erosion – provide 
landowners financial and technical assistance to improve water quality 
and quantity, efficiency of delivery, bank erosion, sedimentation and 
flood control of priority watersheds (Desert Creek and Dalzell 
watersheds, West Walker River and East Walker River); improve sage 
grouse habitat and provide fuels reduction/education 
• Invasive and Noxious Weeds inventory and treatment – 
SVCD in partnership with Mason Valley Conservation District will 
continue a comprehensive noxious weed inventory, mapping and 
management within the Walker River watershed including associated 
tributaries and assist private landowners with weed management 
• Conservation Education – assist with the organization of 
Walker River Basin Workdays; continue fire and noxious weed 
education efforts; provide information on resource conservation and 
management techniques to all stakeholders in the area (private, local, 
state, county and federal) at every opportunity 
• Retired Farmland conservation – develop, coordinate and 
implement plans to rehabilitate retired farmlands 
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Information – Education/Public Outreach Priorities and Goals:   
• Outreach priority – promote the protection of prime and important Farmland 

within District boundaries by: 
o Provide input to the Lyon County Public Lands Management Advisory Board 

regarding open space issues and guidelines, to evaluate and mitigate the 
consequences of land taken out of traditional agricultural production and land 
denuded of native vegetation through subdivision 

o Encourage Lyon County to adopt an open space plan which would enable the 
District, in partnership with Lyon County, to access funding for the 
implementation of worthwhile conservation projects 

• Outreach priority - alleviate conflicts between the urban/agricultural interfaces 
by: 

o Review Smith Valley Master Plan  
o Conduct subdivision reviews and submit recommendations, on behalf of Lyon 

County 
o Provide assistance to residents regarding ditch maintenance, maintenance of 

easements and right-of-ways, control of flooding and erosion due to loss of 
native ground cover, noxious & invasive weed infestations; fuels reduction and 
fire prevention 

• Outreach goal – continue to improve the Walker River Basin Workdays 
o Coordinate Walker River Basin Workday in Smith Valley 
o Assist with the coordination of workdays in other areas of the basin 
o Increase the number of students and adults attending the events and develop 

new workday activities  
• General Public Goal – provide stakeholders noxious weed educational opportunities 

including handbooks, guides and brochures that detail identification, methods of 
dispersal, treatments and contacts for the control  

• General Public Goal – provide landowners with resource management and 
conservation technical and financial assistance 
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First reported infestation of Medusahead in Smith Valley.  SVCD 
treated the site with herbicides April 2013 and will continue to 
monitor throughout the year for effectiveness. 
 

District Operations Priorities and Funding Sources:  
 
SVCD Goals for District Operations 
• By July 2013, complete Draft Financial Report, inventory and treat 

private lands within District Boundaries noxious weeds; implement noxious 
weed treatment on federally managed lands within the basin; coordinate 
farmland rehabilitation activities for the Sovereign property 

• By September 2013, submit Annual Report and Financial Report to 
State Conservation Commission; monitor native vegetation seeding and 
shrub plantings on Sovereign property; restart tamarisk and fuels reduction 
projects 

• By October 2013, attend the Nevada Association of Conservation 
Districts Annual Meeting 

• By May 2014, submit Proposed Budget and Annual Work Plan to 
State Conservation Commission 
• Conduct “normal” year to year business including regularly 

scheduled board meetings, pay annual dues (NACD, NvACD, Nevada Weed 
Management Association), clerical administration, subdivision reviews, 
promotion of conservation, attending viable meetings, extend public relations, 
write and administer grants 

 
Anticipated funding sources for fiscal year 2013-2014 and contract expiration dates:  

• State: State of Nevada ($2500) 
• Local:  Lyon County, NV ($7500)   
• Indirect Federal:  

o National Fish and Wildlife Foundation – Sovereign Re-vegetation Plan (original award $180,971.73 expires December 
31, 2014) 

o NDF – State Fire Assistance Fuels Reduction project ($104,398.00 expires May 31, 2014) 
o NDOW – Landowner Incentive Program (original award 38,614.50 expires June 30, 2013) 

• Direct Federal: 
o US Fish and Wildlife Service Fisheries Improvement Funds (original award $115,000.00 expires December 31, 2014) 
o RAC – Noxious Weed Project (original award $183,682.00 expires September 30, 2014) 

• In-Kind Services:  Board member volunteers ($3,500) 
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Summary of Grant Objectives and Tasks: 
 
US Fish and Wildlife Service – Fisheries Improvement Funds 

• Comprehensive weed inventory, mapping and treatment project for the 
entire riparian corridors of the East, West and main-stem Walker Rivers 

• Employ seasonal staff to implement all tasks 
• Provide weed management plans to individual landowners 
• Maintain a GIS database for all field data 
 

Walker River Basin Workdays 
• During these events, students become familiar with the Walker River and 

associated natural resource (i.e. water quality, wildlife habitat, riparian 
vegetation, bioengineering techniques and noxious weeds) 

• Students have the opportunity to assist with a bank stabilization/riparian 
habitat improvement projects 

• Hold events annually throughout the basin  
• Coordinate with school officials and teachers in each District 
• Conduct classroom presentation and activities regarding riparian vegetation, wildlife, water  quality, and other natural resource 

concerns 
• Take students to the river where they can learn in the “field” and assist with riverbank stabilization/vegetation enhancement 

projects 
• Encourage additional funding sponsors to ensure this project continues to provide a forum of conservation education 

 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation – Sovereign Property Revegetation Plan  

• Implement a demonstration project regarding revegetation efforts on retired farmland   
 
Landowner Assistance Requests  

• Continue to provide technical assistance (including spraying noxious weeds) to landowners on a reimbursement basis for all costs. 
 
 
 
Richard Huntsberger, Chairman                    Date 
Smith Valley Conservation District 
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