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Eureka Conservation District

Conserving Natural Resources

Eureka Conservation District
For Our Future

Mission
The mission of the Eureka Conservation District is to coordinate technical and
educational resources to meet the needs of the individuals within the District for the
conservation of natural resources.
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Introduction

The Eureka Conservation District (ECD) was founded in 1950 which covered a land mass
of 1,650 square miles. After land owner petitions and land transfers from Jiggs and the
Humboldt Conservation District, the ECD now covers 4,175 square miles, the entirety of
Eureka County.

The principal goal of the ECD is to conserve natural resources — soil, water and related
resources — for current and future wise-use and enjoyment. Conservation assistance is
made available free of charge, to district landowners and operators through coordination
of working agreements and pursuit of partnerships and project funding with the USDA-
NRCS and other federal agencies, state agencies, local agencies such as the Eureka County
Natural Resources Department, and many private entities such as the mining industry and
wildlife groups.

» District Supervisors:

Vickie Buchanan Chairman

Jim Gallagher Vice-Chairman

Carl Olsen Member

Gary McCuin Member

Denise Moyle Member

Jake Tibbitts Eureka County Representative

» District Clerk:
Shasta Blackeye-Adair and Magee Braswell (former Clerk)

» Meetings Held:
The ECD met seven times from July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. Unfortunately,
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Landowner Appreciation Dinner was not held
this year. The ECD supervisors, individually, attended numerous meetings and
workshops throughout the year.

» Outcomes:
The ECD concentrated on conservation efforts in critical resource problem areas
and important land use areas. The ECD provided conservation assistance to district
cooperators, individuals, producers, and government agencies. The ECD reinforced
working relationships with various agencies and support programs having a
common conservation interest. The ECD continued providing information,
educational programs, and carried out district administrative activities.




Projects and Services

The ECD concentrates its efforts in resource problem areas and conducts education and
on-the-ground projects to conserve water, soil, and other related resources. By hosting
various projects, they are helping reinforce working relationships with district cooperators,
individuals, minorities, limited resource farmers, and Eureka County. ECD provides
multiple services in order to help conserve the county’s natural resources.

Youth Education

The ECD continues their educational outreach and efforts by working with the Eureka
County School District, Eureka County Juvenile Probation Office, Nevada Youth Range
Camp, and by offering College and High School scholarships. The ECD helps promote
educating students on protecting soil, water and related resources from unwise use.

» National Association of Conservation Districts Poster Contest:

The ECD provided poster contest materials to the Eureka Elementary School,
Crescent Valley Elementary School and to the Pine Valley students. The theme was
“Where Would We Bee Without Pollinators?” which was provided by the National
Association of Conservation Districts (NACD). The ECD provided materials and
the students were educated on what the theme meant in order to help them
depict/draw the theme on their poster. Once all posters were submitted, they were
judged by the ECD and the top three posters in each category were awarded cash
prizes and certificates. The winning posters from the local competition were
forwarded onto the Nevada Association of Conservation Districts (NVACD) state
poster contest.

Winners
Category: Kindergarten through 1st Grade Category 7th Grade through 9th Grade
1st Place-Jaxon Taylor 1st Place-Mary Swanson
2nd Place-Campbell Goettle 2nd Place-Megan Johnson
3rd Place-Honor McAdams 3rd Place-Selene Contreras
Category: 2nd Grade through 3rd Grade Category 10th Grade through 12th Grade

1st Place-Boone Tibbitts 1st Place-Jullian Bludworth

2nd Place-Kaylee Contreras 2nd Place-Samiah Thompson

3rd Place-Matthew Mahoney

Category 4th Grade through 6th Grade
1st Place-Jayden Buchanan
2nd Place-Annie Tibbitts
3rd Place-Jayde Rosener
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» Eureka County Juvenile Probation Office Duck Stamp Contest:
The ECD helped sponsor the Junior Duck Stamp Program that is coordinated

through the Eureka County Juvenile

Probation Office. The Junior Duck Stamp

Program is presented at the Eureka Elementary School, the Crescent Valley

Elementary School, and to Pine Valle

y students on an annual basis. Students were

educated on waterfowl habits and related conservation efforts. The ECD provided a
sponsorship to the Junior Duck Stamp Program for expenses on materials and

educational information.

Win

ners

Eureka

State Winners

Kindergarten-Penny Moyle
1% Grade-Jolyn Rosener

2" Grade-Audrey Goettle
3" Grade-Jacqueline Kofoed
4™ Grade-Henry Mentaberry
5™ Grade-Annie Tibbitts

6™ Grade-Jayden Buchanan

2" Place in age division:
Carolynn Jones
Jenna Rosener

3 Place in age division:
Annie Tibbitts

Anna McKay

Thomas Schweble

Denali Peterson

Crescent Valley

Group [-Grades K-

Group II-Grades 4-

3-Arley McAdams
6-Carolynn Jones

Special Artwork Submissions

Denali Peterson
Jenna Rosener

Honorable Mention

Arley McAdams Penny Moyle Matthew Mahoney Korine Gonzalez Kaylee Conteras
Lukas McKay Charleigh Schmid Broooklynn Edmo Mya Tognotti James Mahoney
Henry Mentaberry




» Eureka Conservation District Education Scholarships:
The ECD made continuing education scholarships available to Eureka High School
students who were interested in continuing their education in an agricultural and/or
natural resource related field (this area of study is preferred, it is not mandatory).
The scholarship applications were made available in April 2021. In May 2021, one
scholarship was awarded.

Eureka High School College Scholarship Recipient
Ashton Sanders

The ECD also made college scholarships available to any and all current college
students from Eureka County, Nevada to continue to further their education in an
agricultural and/or natural resources related field (this area of study is preferred, it
is not mandatory). In May 2021, one college scholarship was awarded.

College Scholarship Recipients
Katie Damele




On-the-Ground Projects

» Diamond Valley Groundwater Management Plan (DVGMP):

The ECD continues to budget for and makes itself available to participating in and
facilitate the DVGMP in order to better understand alternatives for the water issues
being faced in Diamond Valley (DV). DV is over pumped resulting in a water table
decline and unsustainable use. Two-thirds of the population of Eureka County
derives their water from DV and DV hosts roughly 200 center-pivots and
contributes millions of dollars to the local economy. The ECD strives to participate
in public meetings that may impact the district. The ECD has been providing
facilitation, administrative assistance, and sponsoring lunch at the DVGMP
workshops. The DVGMP is now completed and approved by the State Engineer
but has been overturned by the District Court and appealed to the Nevada Supreme
Court. ECD anticipates continuing, where appropriate, to assist on conservation-
related matters under the DVGMP and potential development of a revised, or new,
GMP and helping Diamond Valley water rights holders find solutions.

» ECD Rangeland Drills:

The ECD owns three rangeland drills that continue to be leased and used by local
landowners. By cooperating with individuals, groups and local officials in having
the rangeland drills available, the county is advancing in conservation goals and
objectives. The use of the drills by local landowners has proven beneficial for post-
fire rehabilitations, pasture restorations, and noxious weed control. Having this
service available not only benefits the local landowner but helps improve long term
conservation planning. The drills were rented out a handful of times over this past
year.

» Weed Control:

The Eureka County Board of Commissioners, through the authority granted in SB
276, designated the ECD Board of Supervisors to become the Weed Control
District Board of Directors in January 2016. While the budgeting for the Weed
District falls under the Board of Commissioners, ECD has directed the work
completed under the Weed District and continued partnerships with landowners to
control noxious weeds. Many thousands of dollars and hundreds of hours were
devoted to weed control since ECD took the helm over the Weed District; mostly
through contract spraying, herbicide distribution to landowners, and provided
technical assistance. In 2020, additional funding was secured by the Weed District
under the multi-year agreements with Battle Mountain and Elko BLM.




» Pinion-Juniper (PJ) Removal:

Over the last few years, the ECD participated financially and administratively in a
continued effort to cut PJ trees down on privately owned lands in important wildlife
habitats. The project focuses on improving wildlife habitat, primarily for Greater
Sage Grouse, increasing water availability, and providing additional forage for
livestock operations. The ECD was successful in receiving an additional $29,740.10
in funding through the Conservation District Program Sage Grouse Habitat Grant
prior to the end of the fiscal year ending in June 2020 and the work was completed
in this year in November 2020. ECD contracted out to Quicksilver Contracting to
remove small PJ trees from prioritized previous treatment areas as maintenance.
Between November 16 and November 23, 2020, a total of 2190 acres were
maintained.

» Secasonal Intern Related to PJ Projects:

Over the last few years, the ECD participated financially and administratively in a
continued effort to cut PJ trees down on privately owned lands in important wildlife
habitats. The project focuses on improving wildlife habitat, primarily for Greater
Sage Grouse, increasing water availability, and providing additional forage for
livestock operations. ECD was able to bring on a seasonal intern, Keller Hyde, who
started in June and primarily worked through the remainder of the fiscal year (and
through the entire 2020 summer) to revisit PJ treatment areas and take repeat photos
to compare the sites pre-treatment and post-treatment. Mr. Hyde also documented
other resource issues while in the field including wild horse use and weed
infestations.

» Seasonal Intern, General:
The seasonal intern also assisted ECD by volunteering to set up Youth Range Camp,
herbicide distribution to Weed District landowners, locating stock well locations for
a landowner using GPS, and attending various stakeholder meetings.

» PJ Compost and Biochar:

The ECD has been involved and continued in this project to find a use for the PJ
biomass removed for the above habitat projects. There is also a focus on the
potential of locally sourced PJ biochar and PJ compost being used as soil
amendments to increase soil moisture holding capacity in Diamond Valley and for
local mining reclamation and yards with lead-contaminated soil being removed and
replaced in order to reduce irrigation needs and increase vegetation establishment.
This year, PJ biochar compost and biochar previous created and on hand were
donated to the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) for their use at various
Wildlife Management Areas to use in restoration plots. Brittany Trimble, NDOW

Habitat (Seed & Soil) Biologist is the NDOW lead. ECD hosted tours of PJ
treatment areas and compost/biochar application areas for NDOW. NDOW has




completed the application of the compost and biochar and will keep ECD involved
in the results moving forward.

There is still continued interest to continue to produce additional compost utilizing
local PJ chips and to continue to apply and test in various applications.

» Crescent Valley Rangeland Improvement Project — Feral Horse Gather:

The ECD and Eureka County have been working with BLM and private land owners
in Crescent Valley over the last few years to improve rangeland conditions. Much
of the work has been related to noxious weed control. One of the primary issues
impeding rangeland health and improvement is the huge population of feral horses
in the area. These horses are tribal owned horses in trespass. They are not horses
that fall under the “wild” status under federal law. Eureka County and the ECD
were able to build the partnership with the tribal interests that own the horses to
gather the horses. A private donation from a third-party interest was used to assist
in the costs in gathering and removing the horses. Rangeland conditions have had
a marked improvement in the area based on this gather.

Community Qutreach

The ECD reaches out to the community by providing educational material, publications,
projects, services, other workshops, and typically hosts an annual Landowner Appreciation
Dinner and elections on election years. Due to COVID considerations, the Dinner was not
held this year. Providing community outreach helps the community know that the ECD
has resources available to benefit them as landowners and Eureka County. By working with
the community, the ECD has advanced their conservation goals and objectives for the
present day and the future.

» Resource Needs Assessment:

The ECD committed to be one of the seven Conservation Districts in NV to
complete a resource needs assessment. The Resource Needs Assessment was
created to identify the resource concerns in the area. By determining those concerns,
they are able to create plans for the resource needs in the area and also use that
information to apply for funding. All of this will help develop a follow up
conservation action plan with an updated set of issues, potential solutions, and
projects. This will also help with funding opportunities and with leverage when
collaborating with federal agencies. The process has open for community
involvement and allowed them to express their resource concerns and ideas as well.
There were a handful of discussions held by ECD throughout year to move forward
with a Conservation Action Plan (CAP) to address the RNA resource needs
identified.




» Irrigator’s Workshop
ECD sponsored an Irrigator Workshop on May 11, 2021 with Supervisor Denise
Moyle taking the lead. There were great presentations and discussion and lunch was
generously sponsored by Mt. Wheeler Power. The workshop was offered in a
hybrid formal with some attendees and speakers both in-person and virtual through
video conferencing. The speakers and topics included:

(@)

Dan Putnam, forage specialist from University of California, Davis, presented
on alfalfa production strategies under drought and water shortage.

Matthew Bromley and Thomas Ott with Desert Research Institute introduced
OpenET, an online platform to use evapotranspiration for water use
management.

Kevin Robison from Mt. Wheeler Power discussed the future of Mt. Wheeler
Power and offered solutions for power conservation.

Adam Sullivan, Acting State Engineer, and Bryce Vorwaller and Jared
McCrum from Nevada Division of Water Resources shared water use data
and gave an update on Diamond Valley-specific water use and management
and the status and future of the Diamond Valley Groundwater Management
Plan.

Jaime Jasmine from NRCS and Clair Kehoe from FSA provided

information on NRCS programs that are open and available

FSA programs of aid and assistance.

» 2020 Election:
The ECD also held a mass meeting election November 9, 2020. A Public Notice of
the election was posted throughout the community and places in the Eureka Sentinel
newspaper. The Eureka County Clerk conducted the elections for the replacement of
two ECD supervisors whose terms were about to expire. Ms. Buchanan and Mr.
McCuin were both re-elected. Certification of the election was timely filed with the
Conservation District Program.




Financial Report

FINAL YEAR-END FINANCIAL REPORT

EUREKA CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS

RECEIPT SOURCE AMOUNT
State Funds-Annual Distribution

S 4,000.00
Interest — CD, Savings, and Checking

S 33.23
Other Income: Nevada Gold Mines
NR Improvement Project on South Buckhorn Allotment | S 325,000.00
TOTAL INCOME $ 329’033.23

FINAL YEAR-END FINANCIAL REPORT

EUREKA CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES

EXPENDITURE AMOUNT
Office Expenses: Postal Fees (Postage, Mailbox, and Bulk Mailing) s 341.03
Office Expenses: Bank Paper Statement Fees S 30.00
Membership Dues: Nevada Association of Conservation Districts S 700.00
Membership Dues: National Association of Conservation Districts s 800.00
Project: Poster Contest S 585.83
Project: Juvenile Probation Duck Stamp Contest S 350.00
Project: Pinyon- Juniper Removal S 97,236.00
Project: Crescent Valley/South Buckhorn Range Improvement S 323,825.00
Project: College Scholarships $ 1,000.00
Project: Research, Education, and Outreach (Includes Annual Dinner) | % 536.00
TOTAL EXPENSES S 425,403.86
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The Eureka Conservation District approved the July 1, 2020 through June 30,
2021 Final Annual Report on September 23, 2021.

By:
Vickie Buchanan, Chairman

Attest: W
Eureka Conservation District

Shasta Blackeye-Adair, ECD Clerk
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Eureka Conservation District

Eureka Conservation District

Proposed Annual Work Plan and Budget

Fiscal Year July 1, 2021 — June 30, 2022

Mission
The mission of the Eureka Conservation District is to coordinate technical and educational resources
to meet the needs of the individuals within the District for the conservation of natural resources.
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Introduction

The Eureka Conservation District (ECD) was founded in 1950 which covered a land mass of
1,650 square miles. After land owner petitions and land transfers from Jiggs and the Humboldt
Conservation District, the ECD now covers 4,175 square miles, the entirety of Eureka County.

The principal goal of the ECD is to conserve natural resources — soil, water and related
resources — for current and future wise-use and enjoyment. Conservation technical assistance is
made available free of charge to district landowners and operators through coordination of
working agreements and pursuit of partnerships and project funding with the USDA-NRCS and
other federal agencies, state agencies, local agencies such as the Eureka County Natural
Resources Department, and many private entities such as the mining industry and wildlife
groups.
Note: Throughout this document the Eureka Conservation District will be noted as (ECD).

» District Supervisors:

Vickie Buchanan - Chairwoman

Jim Gallagher - Vice-Chairman

Gary McCuin - Member

Denise Moyle - Member

Carl Olsen - Member

Jake Tibbitts — Member (Eureka County Appointee)

> District Clerk:
Magee Braswell
> Objectives:

o Concentrate conservation efforts, including planning, in critical resource concern areas
and important land use areas.

oProvide conservation assistance, technically and financially, to district cooperators,
individuals, minorities, limited resource farmers, and government agencies.

oReinforce work relationships with various agencies and support programs who have
common conservation interests.

oProvide information, carry out educational programs, and continue District administrative
activities.
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» Primary Board Programs:

Poster Contest
Scholarships

Youth Range Camp
Attend Trainings

» ECD Anticipated Schedule:

Reqgular Meetings -

Tree Planting -

Scholarships -
Youth Range Camp -

June)

Irrigation Workshop -

Tree Recognition Ceremony -
ECD Supervisor Election -
ECD Annual Meeting -

ECD Poster Contest -
Diamond Valley Groundwater
Management Meetings -

Sage Grouse Habitat Project -
Social Media Outreach-

——

Research, Education and Outreach (Including Social Media Presence)
Project Implementation Based on Identified Resource Needs
ECD Annual Meeting and Dinner

Strive for once a month
April (associated with Arbor Day)
April through June

April through June (Camp is in

April or May

August

First 10 days of November
October or November
August through October

As needed
June through October
All year long

et



Core Work Activities Planned in FY 2021-2022

Conservation Assistance

Description

Partners/Agencies

Encourage landowners and operators to
become cooperators.

NRCS, ECD Board

Develop conservation plans and provide
technical assistance to cooperators in
order to apply practices.

NRCS, ECD Board, Cooperators

Hire facilitator to assist with

development of long term conservation ECD Board
planning for the ECD.
Long Term Conservation Planning. ECD Board
Pinyon-Juniper Wildlife Habitat ECD Board
Enhancement Projects.
Biochar and Composting Project. ECD Board
Riparian Improvement Projects. ECD Board
Provide education scholarships to Eureka ECD Board
County students.
Sage Grouse Habitat Projects. ECD Board
Irrigation Efficiency, Water ECD Board
Conservation, and Soil Health Projects.
Wildlife Habitat Projects. ECD Board
Sponsor Educational Workshops. ECD Board
Purchase Arbor Day Trees, Memorial ECD Board
Trees, and Honoree Trees.
Sponsor Eureka County Students who ECD Board

would like to attend Youth Range Camp.

Work as the Diamond Valley Weed
District (DVWD) Board of Supervisors
to conduct noxious weed treatments.

ECD Board, DVWD, BLM

Sponsor Diamond Valley Groundwater
Management Planning support.

ECD Board

Commitment to create a Conservation
Action Plan (CAP) informed by
completed Resource Needs Assessment
(RNA)

ECD Board, USDA-NRCS,
NACO, Cooperators, Cooperative
Extension

et



Partnerships

Develop working partnerships with the appropriate landowners, land management agencies, resource
management agencies, and other agencies to further conservation within and adjacent to ECD. Target
partnerships includes, but is not limited to private landowners, Eureka County, Bureau of Land
Management, Forest Service, Nevada Division of Forestry, Nevada Department of Wildlife, Nevada
Division of Water Resources, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, and various non-governmental
organizations. Descriptions of some specific partnerships includes, but in not limited to, the following.

Description

Cooperate with individuals, groups and local officials in land use planning in order to advance conservation
goals and objectives.

Work with Eureka County to conserve the natural resources of the land. Such as soil, water and related
resources.

Assist the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in carrying out conservation goals and
programs including Local Work Group activities and priorities.

Stay informed on public policy and other agency proposals affecting Eureka County and the ECD.

Participate in public meetings that concern Eureka County and the ECD.

Stay informed on legislative activities and notify legislative representatives if there is legislation that
concerns the ECD.

Work with the local Cooperative Extension Office to develop demonstrations, research trials, and
conservation plans.

Work with the members of the DVWD in order to develop plans that target noxious weeds.

Work with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to target noxious weeds in the DVWD and work on
potential grant funding opportunities.

Provide support to the GMP Advisory Board by continuing to sponsor the GMP-related meetings.

Provide support in completing conservation action plans informed by completed RNA.

——
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Information and Education

Description

Partners/Agencies

Publish notice of availability of the
ECD Annual Report including through
social media.

ECD Board

Publish ECD semi-annual newsletter
with current projects and updates.

ECD Board, Cooperative Extension
Office, Eureka County

Publish Range Camp sponsorship
information in the local newspaper
(Eureka Sentinel).

ECD Board, Eureka County

Provide Scholarship information to
Eureka County High School students
and to students who attend Eureka
County High School but live outside of
Eureka.

ECD Board, Eureka County

Provide financial
assistance/sponsorships to local Eureka
County entities associated with
conservation.

ECD Board, Eureka County

Work through the DVWD to distribute
information/pamphlets/newsletters
regarding weed control and current

DVWD projects.

ECD Board, Cooperative Extension
Office

Sponsor Conservation/Educational
Workshops.

ECD Board, DVWD

Publish Election information on
election years (Eureka Sentinel).

ECD Board

Publish Honoree Tree, Memorial Tree,
or Arbor Day Tree Ceremony events
(Eureka Sentinel).

ECD Board

Host Local Work Group/Local Area
Work Group meetings.

ECD Board

——
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Administration

Description

Develop Annual Budget and Work Plan.

Review Memoranda of Understanding (MOU).

Manage ECD finances/operate and maintain office/memberships/salaries/ travel/training/organize
meetings/sponsor workshops.

Hold regular meetings each month as practical, special meetings will be held as needed and per the
Board’s request.

Plan and direct conservation projects throughout the year.

Hire employees or acquire the services of professionals for projects (as needed).

Orient new supervisors on ECD activities and programs as needed.

Conduct employee evaluations (if applicable).

Host annual ECD meeting/dinner to inform the community of projects that have been completed or
will be pursued and to recognize conservation leaders.

Supervisor(s) will attend the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) annual meeting.

Supervisor(s) will attend the Nevada Association of Conservation Districts (NVACD) annual meeting.

Supervisor(s) will attend the NACD Southwest Region Meeting if possible.

Supervisor(s) will attend the NvVACD Northeast Area Meeting if possible.

Supervisors will attend the ECD Annual meeting/dinner.

——
[0 0]
| —




Proposed Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budget

Revenues:

Source Amount

State Conservation District Program — Annual Disbursement $ 4,000.00
Rangeland Drill Rental $ 500.00
Workshop/Meeting Fees $ 500.00
Eureka County Grant $ 25,000.00
Misc. Sponsorships/Donations $ 5,000.00
BLM Weed Spraying $ 50,000.00
Water Conservation Grant $ 30,000.00
Misc. Grants/Reserve Transfer (yet to be received; targeted to work plan) | $ 58,000.00
Projected Revenue Total IE 173,000.00
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Expenditures:

Amount
Supervisor Travel and Training $ 3,000.00
Membership Dues
Nevada Association of Conservation Districts $ 600.00
National Association of Conservation Districts $ 800.00
$ 1,400.00
Insurance: Worker's Compensation and Rangeland Drills $ 1,200.00
Office Expenses
Postal Fees (Postage Costs, Mailbox Fees, and Bulk Mailing Costs $ 300.00
Office Supplies/Copying Costs $ 1,000.00
Salary for ECD Clerk $ 3,700.00
$ 5,000.00
Rangeland Drills (Maintenance) $ 7,900.00

Projects: |

Biochar/Biomass Projects (ag fields, mine reclamation, composting) 20,000.00

ECD Poster Contest 500.00

Resource Management Planning/ RNA/ Conservation Action Planning 5,000.00

Irrigation Efficiency Education and Assistance 30,000.00

Weed Control 10,000.00

Juvenile Probation Duck Stamp Contest 500.00

Pinyon-Juniper Removal 25,000.00

College Scholarships 2,000.00

Tree Planting 1,000.00

Research, Education, and Outreach (Includes Annual Dinner) 6,000.00

Riparian Restoration/Protection 5,000.00

Habitat and Grazing Improvement (Includes Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat) 30,000.00

Other Requested Conservation Assistance 15,000.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
Range Camp Sponsorships $ 1,500.00
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Sponsorships/Funding Requests 3,000.00

Projected Expenditures Total ‘ $ 173,000.00
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Certification

The Eureka Conservation District approved the July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022
Proposed Annual Work Plan and Budget on May 19, 2021.

By:
Vickie Buchanan, Chairwoman

11
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