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CHAPTER 548 - CONSERVATION 

[NAC-548 Revised Date: 4-26] 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 

REVISER’S NOTE. 

      Pursuant to the provisions of NRS 0.024, former NAC 548.050 and 548.060 contained 
definitions that were deemed duplicative of those set forth in NRS 548.030 and 548.032, 
respectively, and were removed from chapter 548 of NAC in accordance with ch. 56, Stats. 
2009, which contains the following provision not included in NRS: 

      “Sec. 2.  The Legislative Counsel shall, in preparing supplements to the Nevada 
Administrative Code, appropriately change, move or remove any words and terms in the 
Nevada Administrative Code in a manner that the Legislative Counsel determines 
necessary to ensure consistency with the provisions of section 1 of this act [NRS 0.024].” 

  

      NAC 548.010  Definitions. (NRS 548.160)  As used in NAC 548.020 to 548.110, 
inclusive, unless the context otherwise requires, the words and terms defined in NAC 
548.020 to 548.070, inclusive, have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 9-5-90) 
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      NAC 548.020  “Annual meeting” defined. (NRS 548.160)  “Annual meeting” means 
a public meeting of a conservation district held at a regular time each year, during which a 
public review of the annual report and the annual work plan of the conservation district is 
conducted. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 9-5-90) 

      NAC 548.030  “Annual report” defined. (NRS 548.160)  “Annual report” means a 
written report completed by a conservation district at the end of each year that sets forth 
the accomplishments of the conservation district during that year, and includes a financial 
report for that year. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 9-5-90) 

      NAC 548.040  “Annual work plan” defined. (NRS 548.160)  “Annual work plan” 
means a written plan which is developed by a conservation district before the beginning of 
each year setting forth the plans and the budget of the conservation district for that year. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 9-5-90) 

      NAC 548.070  “Program” defined. (NRS 548.160)  “Program” means the 
Conservation Districts Program in the State Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 9-5-90) 

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

      NAC 548.080  Filing of annual reports with Program. (NRS 548.160)  Each 
conservation district shall file annual reports with the Program which contain such 
information as the Commission may require. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 9-5-90) 

      NAC 548.085  Submission of statement of accounts of receipts and 
disbursements. (NRS 548.160) 

     1.  The supervisors of each conservation district shall, not later than September 30 of 
each year, or such later date as approved by the Commission, submit to the Commission a 
statement of the accounts of receipts and disbursements of the conservation district for 
the fiscal year ending the immediately preceding June 30. 

     2.  The timely submission to the Commission of the statement required by subsection 1 
and the approval of the statement or a revised statement by the Commission pursuant to 
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NAC 548.115 shall be deemed by the Commission to satisfy the annual audit requirement 
set forth in NRS 548.320. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R081-12, eff. 12-20-2012) 

      NAC 548.090  Determination of whether conservation district is in good standing: 
Procedure; effect. (NRS 548.160, 548.178) 

     1.  The Commission, at a regular meeting, will request the Program to review the 
records of each conservation district that are maintained by the Program and advise the 
Commission concerning which conservation districts appear to be in good standing. 

     2.  If it appears to the Commission that there is evidence that a conservation district is 
not in good standing: 

     (a) The Commission will request the Program to notify the conservation district that 
there is evidence that it is not in good standing; and 

     (b) The Commission will schedule the determination of the status of the conservation 
district for the next regularly scheduled public meeting of the Commission. 

     3.  Upon receiving a notice from the Program that there is evidence that it is not in good 
standing, a conservation district may respond to the Commission in writing within 60 days 
after receiving the notice or attend the determination hearing at the next regularly 
scheduled public meeting of the Commission, or both. 

     4.  The Commission will make a final determination as to whether the conservation 
district is in good standing after it reviews the evidence and hears testimony at its next 
regularly scheduled public meeting. 

     5.  If the Commission determines that a conservation district is not in good standing, it 
will: 

     (a) Place the conservation district on a list which makes it ineligible for grant programs 
administered by the Commission; 

     (b) Notify the Natural Resource Conservation Service that the conservation district is 
not in good standing; and 

     (c) Ask the conservation district if it wishes to be discontinued or consolidated with 
another conservation district. The Commission may assist the conservation district by 
following the procedures for discontinuance as set forth in NRS 548.530. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 9-5-90; A 12-26-95) 
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      NAC 548.100  Petition for reevaluation of determination; review of status and 
recommendations for improvement; finding that conservation district is in good 
standing. (NRS 548.160, 548.178) 

     1.  A conservation district that is determined not to be in good standing may petition 
the Commission at any time requesting a reevaluation of the determination. 

     2.  The Program shall review the status of all conservation districts that are not in good 
standing at least annually and shall recommend to the Commission any actions that may 
be taken to assist a conservation district in the improvement of its status. 

     3.  The Commission may find a conservation district to be in good standing after a 
public hearing is held during any regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 9-5-90) 

      NAC 548.110  Prerequisites for conservation district to be in good standing. (NRS 
548.160, 548.175, 548.178)  To be in good standing, a conservation district must: 

     1.  Hold regularly scheduled meetings of the governing board of the conservation 
district. 

     2.  Hold such meetings at least three times each year, one of which must be an annual 
meeting, except that not more than one meeting of the governing board held during a 
calendar month may be used to satisfy the requirements of this subsection. 

     3.  Properly give notice of each such meeting, prepare an agenda and issue it in 
conformance with the requirements of chapter 241 of NRS. 

     4.  File the agenda for and the minutes taken at each such meeting with the Program 
within 30 working days after the meeting. 

     5.  Hold an election of supervisors on one of the first 10 days of November in each 
even-numbered year and submit the results of the election to the Program before 
November 30 of that year. 

     6.  Not later than June 1 of each year, or such later date as approved by the 
Commission, develop a work plan and budget and submit the work plan and budget to the 
Program. 

     7.  Not later than September 30 of each year, or such later date as approved by the 
Commission, develop an annual report and financial report for the fiscal year ending the 
immediately preceding June 30 and submit the annual report and financial report to the 
Program. 
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     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 9-5-90; A 12-26-95; R158-07, 12-4-2007; 
R081-12, 12-20-2012) 

      NAC 548.115  Determination of whether conservation district is eligible to receive 
grant: Procedure. (NRS 548.160, 548.175, 548.178) 

     1.  At the first meeting of the Commission after September 30 of each year: 

     (a) The Program shall provide to the Commission a report on each conservation district. 
The report must include, without limitation, the work plan and budget and the annual 
report and financial report of each conservation district submitted to the Program pursuant 
to NAC 548.110. 

     (b) The Commission will review the work plan and budget and the annual report and 
financial report of each conservation district provided to the Commission by the Program 
pursuant to paragraph (a) and determine whether the actions of the conservation district 
comply with the requirements of this chapter and chapter 548 of NRS. 

     (c) For each conservation district, the Commission will: 

          (1) Approve the statement of the accounts of receipts and disbursements of the 
conservation district that was submitted by the supervisors of the conservation district to 
the Commission pursuant to NAC 548.085; or 

          (2) Require the supervisors to submit to the Commission, not later than 60 days after 
the meeting, a revised statement of such accounts of receipts and disbursements of the 
conservation district. 

     (d) The Commission will designate a conservation district as being in good standing and 
eligible to receive a grant of money from the Commission if: 

          (1) The Commission determines pursuant to paragraph (b) that the actions of the 
conservation district comply with the requirements of this chapter and chapter 548 of NRS; 
and 

          (2) The Commission approves the statement of the accounts of receipts and 
disbursements of the conservation district submitted by the supervisors of the 
conservation district to the Commission. 

     2.  If the Commission requires the supervisors of a conservation district to submit to 
the Commission a revised statement of the accounts of receipts and disbursements of the 
conservation district pursuant to paragraph (c) of subsection 1, the Commission will, at the 
first meeting of the Commission after the revised statement is submitted, designate the 
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conservation district as being in good standing and eligible to receive a grant of money from 
the Commission if: 

     (a) The Commission determines pursuant to paragraph (b) of subsection 1 that the 
actions of the conservation district comply with the requirements of this chapter and 
chapter 548 of NRS; and 

     (b) The Commission approves the revised statement. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R081-12, eff. 12-20-2012) 

      NAC 548.120  Distribution of grants; time restriction on use of grants. (NRS 
548.160, 548.175, 548.178) 

     1.  The Commission will equally distribute among the conservation districts that have 
been designated as being in good standing and eligible to receive a grant of money 
pursuant to NAC 548.115 all available grants of money provided by legislative appropriation 
pursuant to paragraph (a) of subsection 1 of NRS 548.178 for the Commission’s program of 
basic operating grants to conservation districts. A grant of money received by a 
conservation district is for the fiscal year for which it was granted. Any money which has 
not been committed for expenditure before July 1 next following the date on which the 
money was granted must be deducted from any grant awarded to the conservation district 
for the fiscal year next following the fiscal year for which the money was granted. 

     2.  The Commission may, pursuant to paragraph (b) of subsection 1 of NRS 548.178, 
distribute grants of money provided by sources other than legislative appropriation in such 
amounts and subject to such conditions as the Commission determines appropriate to any 
conservation district which the Commission determines qualifies for a grant. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 12-26-95; A by R158-07, 12-4-2007; R081-
12, 12-20-2012) 

      NAC 548.130  Duty to account for grants of money. (NRS 548.160, 548.178)  Each 
conservation district that receives a grant of money pursuant to NAC 548.120 shall: 

     1.  Maintain an accurate accounting of all expenditures made from such money; and 

     2.  Allow the Commission to review such accounting upon request. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 12-26-95) 

      NAC 548.140  Pooling of grants by conservation districts. (NRS 548.160, 548.178)  
Two or more conservation districts may agree to pool any grant of money awarded to them 
pursuant to NAC 548.120 to carry out a conservation program. 
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     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 12-26-95) 

      NAC 548.150  Interpretation of term “reasonable and necessary expenses.”  (NRS 
548.160, 548.178)  For the purposes of NRS 548.178, the Commission will interpret the 
term “reasonable and necessary expenses” of a conservation district to include, without 
limitation: 

     1.  Operating expenses of the conservation district, including, without limitation, office 
supplies, postage, telephone bills and other items approved for the budget of the district; 

     2.  Travel expenses of supervisors based on the current rate available for the 
reimbursement of state officers and employees generally; 

     3.  Dues and registration; 

     4.  Support staff; 

     5.  Conservation programs; and 

     6.  Any cost associated with pooling of grants of money. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n, eff. 12-26-95) 

RENEWABLE NATURAL RESOURCE COMPETITIVE GRANT PROGRAM 

      NAC 548.300  Administration; funding; notice of availability of grant; eligibility to 
apply for grant; authority of Commission. (NRS 548.160, 548.170) 

     1.  In accordance with the provisions of NAC 548.300 to 548.340, inclusive, the 
Commission will administer the Renewable Natural Resource Competitive Grant Program 
for the purpose of awarding grants of money to qualifying conservation districts for projects 
that enhance, protect or conserve renewable natural resources in the conservation 
districts. Grants of money may be awarded to qualifying conservation districts in unequal 
amounts. 

     2.  The Renewable Natural Resource Competitive Grant Program will be funded by 
money appropriated by the Legislature to the Grant Program and any additional money 
obtained from other sources which is specifically intended for projects that enhance, 
protect or conserve renewable natural resources in the conservation districts. 

     3.  The Commission will provide advance notice of the availability of a grant from the 
Renewable Natural Resource Competitive Grant Program. The notice must specify the 
deadline for the submission of an application for a grant of money. 
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     4.  An application for a grant of money may be submitted only by a conservation district 
that: 

     (a) Is in good standing as set forth in NAC 548.110 and eligible to receive a grant of 
money pursuant to NAC 548.115; 

     (b) Has demonstrated past ability to complete similar projects in a reasonable manner; 
and 

     (c) Has adequate resources to track a grant project and administer the grant money. 

     5.  The Commission has the final authority in all matters relating to the Renewable 
Natural Resource Competitive Grant Program set forth in NAC 548.300 to 548.340, 
inclusive. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R176-24, eff. 7-7-2025) 

      NAC 548.310  Application for grants. (NRS 548.160, 548.178) 

     1.  An application for a grant of money from the Renewable Natural Resource 
Competitive Grant Program: 

     (a) Must be submitted on a form prescribed by the Commission. 

     (b) Will only be accepted by the Commission within the application period. Any 
applications received after the deadline specified in the notice provided pursuant to NAC 
548.300 will not be considered. 

     (c) Must include, without limitation: 

          (1) A budget for the use of grant money; 

          (2) The goals for the project; and 

          (3) The proposed frequency and specificity of the monitoring reports required 
pursuant to NAC 548.340 for the project. 

     2.  The Commission will accept more than one application for a grant of money from an 
eligible applicant. If an applicant submits more than one application, the applications 
must be ranked by the applicant in order of importance at the time the applicant submits 
the applications. 

     3.  There is no limit on the amount of grants of money that may be requested by each 
applicant, but the amount of money awarded to each applicant is solely within the 
discretion of the Commission. 
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     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R176-24, eff. 7-7-2025) 

      NAC 548.320  Duties of Commission in reviewing applications for grants. (NRS 
548.160, 548.178) 

     1.  The Commission may appoint a technical committee of not less than two but not 
more than five experts in the field of renewable natural resources. If appointed, the 
technical committee serves at the pleasure of the Commission. 

     2.  In reviewing an application for a grant of money from the Renewable Natural 
Resource Competitive Grant Program, the Commission will: 

     (a) Rank each application received in order of priority for awarding grants. A matching 
contribution is not required to apply for a grant, but applications that include a matching 
contribution, including, without limitation, cash or in-kind matches, will receive a higher 
ranking by the Commission. 

     (b) Submit each application to the technical committee, if appointed pursuant to 
subsection 1, or to another entity with expertise in matters pertaining to renewable natural 
resources selected by the Commission to review the application and advise the 
Commission as to whether the project will enhance, protect or conserve natural resources 
in the conservation district. 

     (c) After considering any advice provided pursuant to paragraph (b), determine whether 
the project will enhance, protect or conserve natural resources in the conservation district. 

     (d) Consider only applications for projects that: 

          (1) Have been determined by the Commission pursuant to paragraph (c) to enhance, 
protect or conserve natural resources in the conservation district; and 

          (2) Can be implemented immediately upon approval by the Commission. 

     (e) Not consider an application for a grant that is determined by the Commission to be 
primarily for the purpose of acquiring equipment. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R176-24, eff. 7-7-2025) 

      NAC 548.330  Disbursement and expenditure of grant money. (NRS 548.160, 
548.178) 

     1.  Unless otherwise authorized by the Commission in an agreement to award a grant of 
money, grants of money will be disbursed as reimbursements. Grants of money may be 
disbursed in a lump sum or in installments at the discretion of the Commission. 
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     2.  A maximum of 15 percent of the total amount of the grant or grants of money 
awarded to a conservation district from the Renewable Natural Resource Competitive 
Grant Program in a fiscal year may be designated and used for administrative or indirect 
costs related to a project if the conservation district requested to use the grant of money 
for such costs in the budget included in the application for the grant of money. 

     3.  A grant of money awarded by the Commission pursuant to NAC 548.300 to 548.340, 
inclusive: 

     (a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b), must be expended or obligated during 
the fiscal year in which it was awarded. 

     (b) If the Commission authorized the disbursement of the grant of money on a basis 
other than reimbursement, must be expended or obligated during the fiscal year in which it 
was disbursed. 

     (c) May not be committed for expenditure beyond the terms of the grant. Any amount of 
the grant of money which has not been committed for expenditure during the fiscal year or 
years for which the money was granted will be deducted from any grant awarded to the 
conservation district in a future year. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R176-24, eff. 7-7-2025) 

      NAC 548.340  Reporting requirements. (NRS 548.160, 548.178) 

     1.  Unless otherwise required by the Commission, not later than 60 days after the 
completion of a project for which a grant of money has been approved pursuant to NAC 
548.300 to 548.340, inclusive, the conservation district that was awarded the grant shall 
submit a report to the Program. The report must be on a form prescribed by the 
Commission and must include, without limitation: 

     (a) A complete accounting of all expenditures of the money received and of any 
matching money, payments in kind and donations, as applicable; 

     (b) An assessment of the accomplishments of the project based on the goals stated in 
the application for the grant of money; and 

     (c) Any other information that the Commission requires. 

     2.  Failure to submit the report or assessment required pursuant to this section will be 
considered in future determinations conducted pursuant to NAC 548.115 of whether the 
conservation district is found in good standing and eligible to receive a grant of money from 
the Commission. 
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     3.  Each conservation district that is awarded a grant of money pursuant to NAC 
548.300 to 548.340, inclusive, shall enter into an agreement with the Program for the award 
of the grant of money. The agreement must include, without limitation, a requirement that 
the conservation district submit regular monitoring reports regarding the project, as 
appropriate for the project. The frequency and specificity of the monitoring reports must be 
agreed upon by the Program and the conservation district before any grant of money will be 
distributed by the Commission to the conservation district. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R176-24, eff. 7-7-2025) 

SAGE GROUSE GRANT PROGRAM 

      NAC 548.500  Administration; funding; notice of availability of grant; eligibility to 
apply for grant; authority of Commission. (NRS 548.160, 548.170) 

     1.  In accordance with the provisions of NAC 548.500 to 548.540, inclusive, the 
Commission will administer a competitive grant program for the purpose of awarding 
grants of money to qualifying conservation districts for projects that specifically benefit 
sage grouse populations in the conservation districts. Grants of money may be awarded to 
qualifying conservation districts in unequal amounts. 

     2.  The sage grouse competitive grant program will be funded by money appropriated by 
the Legislature to the grant program and any additional money obtained from other sources 
which is specifically intended for projects that benefit sage grouse populations in the 
conservation districts. 

     3.  The Commission will provide advance notice of the availability of such a grant. The 
notice will specify the deadline for the submission of an application for a grant of money. 

     4.  An application for a grant of money may be submitted only by a conservation district 
that: 

     (a) Is in good standing as set forth in NAC 548.110 and eligible to receive a grant of 
money pursuant to NAC 548.115; 

     (b) Has demonstrated past ability to complete similar projects in a reasonable manner; 
and 

     (c) Has adequate resources to track a grant project and administer the grant money. 

     5.  The Commission has the final authority in all matters relating to the sage grouse 
competitive grant program set forth in NAC 548.500 to 548.540, inclusive. 
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     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R139-13, eff. 6-23-2014; A by R113-15, 12-
21-2015) 

      NAC 548.510  Applications for grants. (NRS 548.160, 548.178) 

     1.  An application for a grant of money pursuant to the sage grouse competitive grant 
program: 

     (a) Must be submitted on a form prescribed by the Program; and 

     (b) Will only be accepted by the Commission within the application period. Any 
applications received after the deadline specified in the notice pursuant to NAC 548.500 
will not be considered. 

     2.  The Commission will accept more than one application for a grant of money from an 
eligible applicant. If an applicant submits more than one application, the applications 
must be ranked in order of importance at the time the applicant submits the applications. 

     3.  If appropriate, applicants must use the applicable specifications and practices 
provided by approved governmental agencies, including, without limitation, the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service of the United States Department of Agriculture, when 
preparing an application. 

     4.  There is no limit on the amount of grants of money that may be requested by each 
qualified applicant, but the amount of money awarded to each applicant is solely within 
the discretion of the Commission. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R139-13, eff. 6-23-2014; A by R113-15, 12-
21-2015) 

      NAC 548.520  Duties of Commission in reviewing applications for grants. (NRS 
548.160, 548.178) 

     1.  In reviewing an application for a grant of money from the Sage Grouse Competitive 
Grant Program, the Commission will: 

     (a) Rank each application received in order of priority for awarding grants. A matching 
contribution is not required to apply for a grant, but applications that include a matching 
contribution, including, without limitation, cash or in-kind matches, will receive a higher 
ranking by the Commission. 

     (b) Submit each application to the Sagebrush Ecosystem Technical Team or to another 
entity with expertise in matters pertaining to sage grouse selected by the Commission to 
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review the application and determine whether the project will benefit the habitat of the 
sage grouse. 

     (c) Consider only applications for projects which: 

          (1) Have been determined pursuant to paragraph (b) to benefit the habitat of the sage 
grouse; and 

          (2) Can be implemented immediately upon approval by the Commission. 

     (d) Not consider an application for a grant that is determined by the Commission to be 
primarily for the purpose of acquiring equipment. 

     2.  As used in this section, “Sagebrush Ecosystem Technical Team” means the 
interagency technical team created by the Governor pursuant to Executive Order No. 2012-
19 to support the Sagebrush Ecosystem Council created by NRS 232.162. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R113-15, eff. 12-21-2015) 

      NAC 548.530  Distribution and expenditure of grants of money. (NRS 548.160, 
548.178) 

     1.  Unless otherwise authorized by the Commission in an agreement to award a grant of 
money, grants of money will be disbursed as reimbursements. Grants of money may be 
disbursed in a lump sum or in installments, at the discretion of the Commission. 

     2.  A maximum of 15 percent of the total amount of the grant or grants of money 
awarded to a conservation district from the Sage Grouse Competitive Grant Program in a 
fiscal year may be designated and used for administrative or indirect costs related to a 
project if the conservation district requested to use the grant of money for such costs in the 
budget included in the application for the grant of money. 

     3.  A grant of money awarded by the Commission pursuant to NAC 548.500 to 548.540, 
inclusive: 

     (a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b), must be expended or obligated during 
the fiscal year in which it was awarded. 

     (b) If the Commission authorized the disbursement of the grant of money on a basis 
other than reimbursement, must be expended or obligated during the fiscal year in which it 
was distributed. 

     (c) May not be committed for expenditure beyond the terms of the grant. Any amount of 
the grant of money which has not been committed for expenditure during the fiscal year or 
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years for which the money was granted will be deducted from any grant awarded to the 
conservation district in a future fiscal year. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R139-13, eff. 6-23-2014; A by R113-15, 12-
21-2015) 

      NAC 548.540  Reporting requirements. (NRS 548.160, 548.178) 

     1.  Unless otherwise required by the Commission, within 45 days after the completion 
of a project for which a grant of money has been approved pursuant to NAC 548.500 to 
548.540, inclusive, the conservation district that was awarded the grant shall submit a 
report to the Program. The report must be on a form prescribed by the Program and must 
include: 

     (a) A complete accounting of all expenditures of the money received and of any 
matching money, payments in kind and donations, as applicable; 

     (b) An assessment of the accomplishments of the project based on the goals stated in 
the application for the grant of money; and 

     (c) Any other information that the Commission requires. 

     2.  Failure to submit the report or assessment required pursuant to this section will be 
considered in future determinations of whether or not the conservation district is found in 
good standing and eligible to receive a grant of money. 

     3.  Each conservation district that is awarded a grant of money pursuant to NAC 
548.500 to 548.540, inclusive, shall enter into an agreement with the Program to award the 
grant of money. The agreement must include, without limitation, a requirement that the 
conservation district submit regular monitoring reports regarding the project, as 
appropriate for the project. The proposed frequency and specificity of the monitoring 
reports must be provided in the original application for the grant of money and agreed upon 
by the Program and the conservation district before any grant of money will be distributed 
by the Commission to the conservation district. 

     (Added to NAC by Conservation Comm’n by R139-13, eff. 6-23-2014; A by R113-15, 12-
21-2015) 
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